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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To sample a fingerprint 
suitable for fingerprint collation and fingerprint 
registration and to prevent the defect of collation by 
collating the feature parameter of a registered person 
stored in a storage means with a feature parameter 
extracted by a feature parameter extracting means. 

SOLUTION: A finger is pressed onto a sampling board, a 
fingerprint image sampling part 1 optically samples the 
fingerprint and outputs an image signal, and an A/D 
converting part 2 converts the image signal into finger 
print image data. A fingerprint image data discriminating 
part 3 successively finds the sizes of the sampled 
fingerprint from the fingerprint image data. Then* when the 
amount of changes in the sizes of the sampled fingerprint 
is converged less than a prescribed value, the fingerprint 
image data discriminating part 3 discriminates that the 
fingerprint image data are valid. A feature parameter 
extracting part 4 extracts the feature parameter from the 
valid fingerprint image data. In the case of fingerprint 
registration, a register part 6 stores the feature parameter 
in a memory 61. In the case of fingerprint collation, a 
collation part 7 collates the feature parameter stored in 



feature parameter extracting part 4. 
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